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ORGANIZATIONS & PAGEANTS

Filipinos by nature seek to find commonality with others. The Filipino organizations fulfilled

that need and by the 1980's the number of Filipino organizations exceeded 250. One popular
event through the 1990's were pageants and popularity contests which served as fundraisers for
the organizations. More importantly, it brought community together

Sadyang ugali ng mga Pilipino ang maghanap ng pagkakatulad sa iba. Ang mga organisasyong
Pilipino ang tumugon sa pangangailangang ito at noong mga taong 1980, ang bilang ng mga
organisasyong Pilipino ay humigit na sa 250. Isa sa mga popular na pangyayarl hanggang sa
mga taong 1990 ang mga pageant at mga paligsahan sa popularidad na nagsilbing paraan ng
pangangalap ng pondo ng mga organisasyon. Ang mas mahalaga ay, dahil sa mga pangyayaring
ganito, lalong nagkaisa ang mga komunidad

Los filipinos por naturaleza buscan encontrar puntos en comun con los demas. Las
organizaciones filipinas cumplieron con esa necesidad y en |a década de 1980 el numero de
organizaciones filipinas superd las 250. Un evento popular a lo largo de la década de 1990 fueron
los concursos o espectaculos y concursos de popularidad que funcionaban para recaudar fondos

para las organizaciones. Mas importante aun, unié a la comunidad.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT
WWW FILIPINOSINSANDIEGO.ORG



The Filipino American Community was the fifth Filipino organization founded in 1959 with
Florencio Lopez of National City as its first president. When the Philippines was given its
independence from the United States on July 4, 1946, the Philippines designated July 4 as
Philippine American Friendship Day. The organization held an annual beauty pageant the
first week of July and representatives from different organizations competed in the contest.

The 1970’s brought the creation of regional organizations which held various social
gatherings including picnics, dinner-dances and beauty pageants to raise funds for the
organization. Those regional pageant winners then ran for the Miss Philippines Contest
which ran from 1960 to 2013.
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The Filipino American Women’s Club was established
in 1949. Photos are from their first Installation of
Officers on April 17, 1949.

PC: Hawkins Family
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As early as 1964, Filipinos in San
Diego contributed to efforts

helping the Philippines. A plane
was purchased to send on mission
in the isolated areas of the
Philippines. The Summer
Institute of Linguistics aptly
named the plane The Spirit of San
Diego because of the generosity of
the Filipinos for this mission.
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officers of the Filipino

of San Diego County.

Labao of National City
and Edna Jaramillo of
Sherman Heights, both

Community Association
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16, 1964, acknowledging Spirit of San
Diego Event.



nlllﬂp,;m’lbllu& 2015 marked the 100th anniversary of the 1915 Panama-California

Y., A4 2008

o vivrion 6 st Oy oo — & Exposition, an event that drew millions of spectators to Balboa Park

e and put San Diego on the world map.The Balboa Park Centennial-
Philippine American Celebration was presented by the Filipino
community in a collaborative effort by ten Filipino organizations. The
three day event held June 5-7, was called a “Big Balboa Park Party.”
The organizations provided funding for the $150,000 project and
resources in the management and entertainment of the three day
event are:

Council of Philippine American Organizations-COPAO
DOD FED GLOBE

Big Filipino community’s Fil-Am Fest

big Balboa Park party Gawad Kalinga
4 o T House of the Philippines

LA ILE o )

Operation Samahan

e e i o RSt PASAC

=== BT e dn PASACAT

: Samahan Filipino American Performing Arts&Education Center
T R e Ty e Ao A Silayan Filipino National Organization



Philippine dance once again draws an
audience to the Balboa Park
Centennial Philippine American o
Celebration in June, 2015. The g
presentation of THE EVOLUTION £
OF SINGKIL, a dance from Southern
Mindanao was an epic performance in
the first major collaboration featuring
six California Philippine Dance
Companies. The audience roared as
fan dancers came from all directions at
the Organ Pavilion for a stunning
conclusion to evening’s celebration.

National City based
PASACAT and

Samahan Philippine Dance Company;
Los Angeles based

Kayamanan Ng Lahi and

Malava Filipino American Dance Arts;
and from San Francisco

BARANGAY Dance Company.



https://www.facebook.com/pasacat?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/Samahan-Philippine-Dance-Company-132596190160616/?__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/knlfolkarts/?__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/malayadancearts?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/barangaydance/?__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/pasacat?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/Samahan-Philippine-Dance-Company-132596190160616/?__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/knlfolkarts/?__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/malayadancearts?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/barangaydance/?__tn__=kK*F

Beauty pageants were popular in the Philippines as each village had a muse. The tradition
continued and became part of the Filipino American experience in the 1960’s - 1980’s. The
selection of queens was done in two ways: either a beauty pageant or the selling of
ballots .

The Filipino American Community Association of San Diego County held the Philippine
American Friendship Day to commemorate the Philippines independence from the United
States in 1946. It was highlighted by a beauty pageant of young women representing
various Filipino organizations.

The ballot method had each candidate sell ballots. They would have a “Tabulation Night.”
where the winner would be declared and then a Coronation Ball in the following month.
The funds for these events helped purchase buildings or in the organizations operations.
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The first Miss
Philippines
Beauty Pageant
was held July 3,
1960 at the U.S.
Grant Hotel.

PC: Grace Aruta
Lallana



' The Philippine American Community
of San Diego County hosted the annual
Miss Philippines contest from 1960 to
2011. It was the largest gathering of the
 Filipino community.

PC-L: 1962 Miss Philippines held at the historic
El Cortez Hotel.
PC-T: 1999 Miss Philippines, Francine Maigue,
(escorted by her father Edilberto) of Chula Vista
whose community work was inspiring for many

LINND COMMUNITY ASSn OF SAN Ot 80 COUNTE
INEPENDENCE DAY G

Rk B TS ¥ | Filipino Americans you in the performing arts
" wrnow g s . and politics. She sadly passed away February
22, 2022 from cancer.




. past Miss Philippines Title Holders g
il " & pacspe presidents T

"HILIPPINE-AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP DAY

T
Year PACSDC President Tide Welder
1960 Faoecac U Loper Crxce A:'u'.c IA::-
L R : 1961 who U Lopez Loraiae Twnes
OFFICIAL SOUVENIR PROGRAM 1963 A Eva Ricass
1963 A B Semos Brum Cotvin
1964 Delin Laboo Laarera A
l%‘ A H Sapdon “.w.: \'(!J\(‘
1966 Joe Oume Rosc Adnd
197 Filemon Aded Basbara Tageo
106 Tuans Sacmon Edea Tengeo
1969 Delfa Labwo Yodanda Manazo
1970 Ermse PlosesBel! Yusres) Linda Navaero
i Des Halemag Irea Ellara
w2 Toay Crue Marias Mmow
1973 Dt Labao Pt Macg oot
1914 Delfin Liboo Lowwa Bagpairan
1975 A Saracn Marie Mansog
197 Duny Rasivor iz Fryar
wn oe Malog Debive Zokaa
197% Ry Aragon Teresa Advucy
199 Ry Coena Mehaa Tootico
1980 Ray Aragon Evangelisa Fesmandcs
1981 A B, Sacton Bossana Geevara
19%2 Pt Aadeoss> Duesy Boctatn
195 Put Amdrosio Marise Abalon
1984 Tod Aranam Cynthos Peres
1985 Teod Azzzan Cyndy Vales
1936 Ted Azasus Chrivemen Skt
1937 Ted Arses Aileea Rone Elegada
198K Oranie Nalazag Glosia Parsnads
1989 Leo Skewt Jeomifer Toowo
3 Pat Ammbooso Ohrisma Farod
1991 Maany Dora Gale Rose Reyooso
1992 Masory Doeia Kharisema Gube
v . . . i . 1993 Masary Doria Genevieve Sapun
PHILIPPINEAAMERICAN COMMUNITY 1994 Manary Dorla Armi Guzrnan
OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY, INC, 1995 Tod Pimeatel Maria Torras
| w1973 1996 Ted Pimersel Jocelyn Sorano
wly S, 1973 1997 Lelu Penctranee Cheryl Zapasia Ducn
8:30 pm 199% Lulu Penetrame bearafer Hidalpo
; YA 1999 Ly Penctranie Francine Maigoe
Century Koom, El Cortez Hotel 200 Luks Penctraste Theresa Clark
001 Luls Peactranto "




7§tltptnu American Heteraus Association

Florita Tulao Billena of National City,
won the first May Queen of Flowers in
1967 for the Filipino American
Veterans Association. It was the first
of many queen contests in the Filipino
community in which purchased ballots
determined the queen and raised funds
for their activities or the purchase and
maintenance of their building.

m

Mlay Queen OFf Flowers

Coronation and Ball
May 6, 1967
S Grant Fotel

Souvenir Program provided by the Labao Family
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PASACAT held the first Mrs.
Philippines Contest in 1971.
The coronation took place on
the eve of Mother’s Day and
the proclaimed queen would
process in a Santa Cruzan
with floral arches and an
entourage of attendants. The
contest was held for 13 years
and helped purchase and pay
off the PASACAT Center at
102 E 16th Street, National
City in 1973.

San Diego Union Tribune PAGE B6, January, 28 1971
Souvenir Program provided by PASACAT
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' National City,

represented the
regional Pangasinan
Association in the
1971 Miss
Philippines contest
and won the title.

SOUVENIR PROGRAM 1973
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Shirley Madla

from Logan
Heights,
represented the
1972 SOUVENIR PROMGR AN Cav’te. . .
tanual Speing Bell and Corvnation | Assoc’at’on in
PANGASINAN ASSOCIATION l .
OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY the_ .197_3 Miss
N SR ¢ Philippines
Century Koom - El Cortez Holtel “ teSt . L
\ 3 San [hego, Californm // con . 3 - i 3 oy K =
N s Apri 22,1972 ST ~——— . . e —— Qd T 3 4
&—— i /w ; N 3-__’———% ‘Z;)szjgjlrol;ﬂcff;zvm provided Sponsored By The CAVITE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN CALIE. INC.



Eva Ricasa from
Imperial Beach,
represented the
Filipino Women'’s
Club in the 1962 Miss
Philippines Contest and
won. Then in 1965
competed in the Miss
Imperial Beach
Pageant and won the
crown.
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IMPERIAL SEACH SCHOOL
AUDITORIUM

) APRIL 15, 1965
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OBITUARES

Florence Ungab, 61, paved
way for Filipinos

BY CHRISTINE HUARD

NOV. 21, 2004 12:01 AM PT

ag-

Being first seemed to come naturally to
Florence Ungab, in her family and her

community.

She was the first child born to immigrant
parents whose brood would grow to eight
children, the first Miss National City of
Filipino ancestry, and the first Filipina-

American in the county to be elected to office.

Florence Ungab became Miss National City in 1972. At
the age of 23 she was the first Filipino elected in a
political office as she won the National City School
Board seat and served till 1987. She was active at St.
Mary’s parish in National City.




1986 Miss Chula Vista,
Grace Limbag (Nall)

Grace Nall was born in Cavite
City, Philippines to USA Navy Veteran
Eugenio Abrigo Limbag (Iba,
Zambales) and teacher Cristina Salud
Aguinaldo (Illocos Norte). Their family
immigrated to United States. She
became a naturalized US Citizen. As
Miss Chula Vista 1986, Grace
participated in many activities for the
city’s 75th Anniversary. Later, she
served as Secretary for the Aguinaldo
Foundation and Secretary for the
Filipino American National Historical
Society (FANHS). From journalist to
being a National Board Certified
Teacher,, her students created a video/
film about Filipino Farm Labor Hero
Larry Itliong that won best
documentary at the IVIE Film Festival
in 2020.

Graoe Uimbag, Miss Chula Vista

Miss Chula Visia

Grace Limbag, 20, 8 nursing major at
SDSU, was crowned Miss Chula Vista
1986 in Apedl,

The daughter of Eugenio and
Christing Limbag, Jr., Grace is an active
member of the University Marching Unit
(Tall Flags) and helps choreograph
routines for junior and senior high
echool tall flag teams. In addition to her
nursing studies, Grace is pursuing a
minor in computer science and has
served as a volunteer at Bay Hospital
Medical Center and for the Special
Olympics.

First runner-up in the Miss Chula
Vista Pageant was Sandra Barajas, and
second runner-up was Edwina Gonzalez.

v X__‘

Grace was a presenter at the Pasuquenos
Association “Flores de Mayo” in National City
on May 2, 1987.



Marita Redondo
Professional Tennis
Player

(Items held by Felix
Tuyay on loan by
Redondo Family)

Assets: 1973 Silver
Bowl Award (for
display at top of
case)

Newspaper article on
Mamita

Photo of Chris Evert
& Marita Redondo
Doubles Team Won
Atlantic City Tennis
Classic, USA




